
 

 
 

 

 
 

Minutes of the Hurworth Parish Council Meeting held  
on Thursday 5 January 2023, starting at 7:00pm 

in the Hadwin Lounge 
 

Attendees 

Parish Councillors present:  
Cllr Graham Wylie, Cllr Lynn Wylie, Cllr Dorothy Oughton, Cllr Peter Willis, Cllr Andrew Leigh, Cllr Kelvin Russell, Cllr Amanda Oughton, Cllr 
Lynsey Munro, Cllr David Crisp. 
Also: 
Peter Allan (Parish Clerk), Cllr Tostevin, and 3 members of the public. 

 
1. Chair’s Opening Address 

The Chairman welcomed the Councillors and members of the public and wished everyone a good New Year. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence 

• Cllr Christy Chou, Cllr Peter Foster and Cllr Bree Stamp. 

 
3. Declaration of Interests 

• Cllr Lynn Wylie - HCA  
• Cllr Graham Wylie - HCA 
• Cllr Russell – Hurworth Albion 
• Cllr Leigh – Hurworth Albion 
• Cllr Crisp - Allotments 

 
4. Minutes from the Meeting Held 1st December 2022 

• The minutes were accepted by the Council, proposed by Cllr Lynn Wylie and Seconded by Cllr David Crisp. 

 



 

 
 

 

5. Update on Actions 

a. Several youngsters have requested whether a rail can be added to the skate park. It was suggested that Cllr Munro obtains quotes for the 
work. Action Cllr Munro ref OCT 11.2. An estimate of the cost to purchase a pole and install it is approx. £350. Cllr Munro tabled a 
motion to purchase and install the pole, seconded by Cllr Crisp. The motion was passed unanimously. Action closed as an update will be 
provided via Cllr Munro’s report. 

b. Cllr Munro said she will investigate further to try and identify a suitable location for this and associated costs - Action Cllr Munro ref 
NOV 11.1 – A suitable location has not been identified, and it was agreed that Cllr Munro would liaise with the Grange Centre Manager, 
to select a site. Action to remain open. 

c. Update on new waste bins in and around the new houses - Action Cllr Leigh ref Oct 12.1 No progress. Cllr Leigh will provide dates 
when he will be available to meet Brian Graham at Streetscene. Action closed as update will be provided via Cllr Leigh’s report. 

d. Junction white lines on Bryans Close and Lychgate - Action Clerk ref Nov 13.1 No response from DBC. Action to remain open. 
e. The pathway at Church Row is in poor condition and the pathway between Elmfield Road and The Chase also requires attention. The 

Clerk will contact DBC Highways to discuss - Action Clerk ref DEC 14.1   Awaiting a response to the letter, sent 18th December, to 
Andrew Casey at DBC Highways. Action to remain open. 

f. Following the vote taken at the December meeting, the Council voted to install a bronze plaque to replace the current plaque, on The 
Green, commemorating those who perished in the 1645 plague. The Clerk will make the arrangements to place the order with JFK - 
Action Clerk ref DEC 17.1 - The plaque has been ordered. Action closed. 

 
6. Ward Councillor’s Update 

• The Ward Councillors were not present at this time. 

 
7. Public Participation 

• No topics were raised. 

 

8. Hurworth Grange – Change of Lease 

There is to be a change in the management of Hurworth Grange. 
The existing charity named Hurworth Community Association is to become Hurworth Grange Community Interest Organisation, which will 
be guaranteed by the directors of the limited liability organisation. All of the assets of HCA will be transferred into the newly formed 



 

 
 

 

Community group. This will protect the trustees from unlimited financial exposure should the community centre becomes bankrupt. The 
transfer has gone through the legal process and has been agreed by the Charity Commission. 
In due course, the lease between HPC, who are the owners, and the new organisation will require changing.  

 The Chairman put forward a motion, seconded by Cllr Crisp, and the vote (completed via email) was carried by 11 votes to 1 against.  

    
     Councillor Reports 

9. Planning Applications – Cllr Willis 
Cllr Willis reported: 
Planning – December 2022 

Two applications 
Hill Top Farm Roundhill Road – Erection of detached double garage and workshop 
Spring Cottage Neasham Road – Alteration and enlargement of existing dwelling which includes demolition of external buildings.  
Partial change of use of adjacent land for car parking, removal of hedgerow and 1.8m boundary wall, fence and gates 

 
10. Roads and Pathways – Cllr Willis 

Cllr Willis reported:  

No progress regarding the Traffic Calming Audit Report – have asked Lorraine for an update, but no response – the longer this takes the 
more difficult it will be to make any changes as residents are eventually getting used to the current mode of operation. 
No progress on upgrade of pavement between Westfield Drive and Mowbray Drive – Cllr Willis to raise this matter with DBC. 
New footpath on Wayside almost complete. 
 
There is a large quantity of leaves on the footpaths (although not the only areas affected, Friars Pardon, Croft Road and Hurworth Road were 
discussed), which when wet/ frozen, can become very treacherous to walk on. Cllr Tostevin agreed to take this up with DBC, to see if 
StreetScene will remove them - Action Cllr Tostevin ref JAN 10.1 

11. Trees – Cllr Foster 
Cllr Foster was not present. 

The Clerk reported that the Tree Surveys have been completed and received by the Council, covering both the village and the Hurworth Grange. 
These will be reviewed, and a copy will be sent to Zurich Insurance. 

No complaints or concerns have been received regarding trees in December 2022. 



 

 
 

 

12. Youth and Playground – Cllr Stamp & Cllr Munro  
Cllr Stamp reported: Not present and submitted a report that there was nothing to report in December 2022. 

Cllr Munro reported: There was an instance of anti-social behaviour in the Spar, which has been dealt with and no further action required. 

13. Open Spaces and the Environment – Cllr Andrew Leigh  
Cllr Leigh reported: 
In the process of starting to plan the Q1 inspection of all the benches from the village with a plan of walking all benches once a quarter. 
Following the recent vandalism (set on fire) of the picnic bench, at the Grange, it is my recommendation that the Council should not replace it 
at this time; the area attracts anti-social behaviour (drinking and drug taking), and there is also the concern that a replacement bench could be 
vandalised in the same way. 

An inspection of the fountain (opposite the Spar) has been completed, and there are no signs of damage or need for repair at this stage. All 
Council notice boards at the entrances to the village are in good repair. 

A member of the public has been in touch regarding the condition of the garages at Sanderson Road. Their issue was that following Darlington 
Council removing weeds and vegetation, they felt that the ground looked like it had been ploughed when it should be hard solid ground. An 
inspection has been completed and agree that the area could use some investment to make the ground better and prevent vegetation from 
growing through. This matter was passed to Cllr Tostevin to discuss with DBC – Action Cllr Tostevin ref JAN 13.1 

There has been no response to my email to Darlington Council regarding the replacement of bins. The Clerk advised that a meeting with Brian 
Graham – Head of Environmental Services, can be arranged, at a time to suit all, to discuss this matter further. 

14. Highways and Traffic  
Cllr Dorothy Oughton reported: 
a. Traffic Report 
Full details of the traffic in Hurworth throughout December 2022, together with schematics and average speed rates are available on the HPC 
website. 
Cllr Dorothy Oughton said that the road signs on Neasham Road and Strait Lane had still not been repaired or corrected. Also, there is a 
damaged bollard on Strait Lane. The Clerk agreed to make arrangements for the required works to be complete.  Action Clerk ref JAN 14.1 

15. Crime and Security – Cllr Amanda Oughton 
Cllr Amanda Oughton provided an overview of the Crime Report. 
 
 



 

 
 

 

December Crime Report 
 
Suspicious behaviour / Insecure      3 
Vehicle criminal damage                 1 

            RTC                                                 2 
            Highway disruption                         1 
            Anti-Social Behaviour                     1 
            False alarm                                      1 
             Concern. Collapse/ injury              1 
                           

Vandalism of the bus shelter library was not formally reported. 
The full report is available on the HPC website. 

16. Allotments – Cllr Crisp 
Cllr Crisp reported:       

Allotment holders are due to paying their annual rent: payable by 31st January. 

Three plots have become available, in the last two months, and new tenants are already in place. 

We expect to clear the ‘Waiting List’ when we finalise the rents on 31st January.  

 
17. Matters of Interest 

a. Strait Lane allotment fence –  
Four quotations were received, and the contract has been awarded to the lowest quotation, which is Eden Landscapes. 
An official contract has been prepared and the documents will be signed on 9th January 2023. 
 

b. Plaque on the Village Green –  
The order for the plaques has been placed and we are waiting for the final proof of the wording; once this is received and checked, the 
order will be confirmed with the sign company – JFK. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

18. Accounts for Payment 

The Schedule of Accounts for Payment for December 2022, having been distributed to all Councillors, was accepted. 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

19. Financial Report 

The Financial report to 31st December 2022 has been distributed to all Councillors, prior to the meeting, and no queries were raised. 
 

 
 

 
       
 
 
 
   



 

 
 

 

20. Association Reports 

a. HCA – Cllr Lynn Wylie reported: 
The second Hurworth Grange Christmas Fair, held Sunday 4th December, was a massive success. Just over Forty stalls attended, and 
the Fair was well attended by the public. The Coffee Pot had a really good day too, taking just under £1300. There has been a lot of 
interest registered for December 2023, and it is hoped that the Fair will be held on the first Sunday of December. 
The second Grange Heritage Orchard Wassail will be held on Sunday 8th January from 4pm. Last year was a tremendous success and 
enjoyed by well over 100 hundred people. We are planning for up to 150 people to attend this year. The Coffee Pot have agreed to 
open, and we will have the Black Diamond Morris dancers, along with singing in the courtyard after the ‘waking up the orchard’ 
ceremony. 
The Adam Carter Elvis Tribute Act is back at the Grange on Friday 13th and Saturday 14th January; at the time of writing, tickets for 
Saturday are sold out, and only a few tickets remaining for Friday. After the past couple of years being affected by Covid, it is good 
news that this event remains as popular as it was before the Pandemic. 
 
Cllr Graham Wylie has booked the Beer Pigs (a well-known and hugely popular covers band from Middlesbrough) to perform at the 
Grange on Saturday 25th February. Tickets, priced at £15 each and are available to purchase from the Grange, are selling very 
quickly. 
 

b. Village Hall – Cllr Crisp reported: 
Cllr Crisp reported that the hall has been very busy during the festive period. 
The Line Dancing group has ceased, as the instructor cannot continue. However, this event has been replaced by a Latin Dancing 
group. 
The hall has arranged several events, which are all advertised on the Village Hall website. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, 13th January. Arrangements to host a street party on the Village Green for the Coronation 
of King Charles III is on the agenda. 

 
c. Hurworth Albion FC – Cllr Russell reported: 

The shelter to house the generator has now been constructed and the clubhouse is able to sell food and drinks, thereby generating 
revenue. 
Recently, following bad weather, the surrounding roads got very muddy from the cars leaving the car park area. Usually when the 
carpark is in a poor state, the matches are cancelled. However, in this instance, the referee arrived ahead of the Hurworth Albion 
staff, and pronounced that this match should go ahead, as the pitch was playable (the referee does not have to consider the condition 
of the car parking facilities). The club offerred their apologies and cleaned up the road as quickly as possible. 



 

 
 

 

 

21. Any Other Business (Non-Financial) 

• The Chairman informed that there are only 3 more meetings before the next election of the Parish Council in May. He requested that 
Councillors should let him know, by email, if they intend/ do not intend to stand for election for the next four-year period. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40 pm 
 


